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BASF launches Kids’ Lab experiments during National Science Week from 1 to 5 August 2011

· 2011 is the International Year of Chemistry of which BASF is a global sponsor.

· BASF introduces learners to the importance of water resources.
Pretoria, South Africa - 04 August 2011 – At BASF we strive to attract young people towards career choices in science, especially chemistry. The National Science Week presents the ideal platform for us to achieve this goal.

BASF’s involvement in National Science Week: 1 to 5 August 2011

National Science Week is an initiative of the Department of Science and Technology (DST), supported by the South African Agency for Science and Technology Advancement (SAASTA). BASF, in conjunction with the science centre at the University of Pretoria, Sci-Enza, and the Walter Sisulu Environmental Centre in Mamelodi used the week to conduct a sequence of water experiments which educate learners within our communities in a fun and exciting method.
Learners between the ages of 9 to 12 were be given the opportunity to take part in three different water experiments in order to intrigue them to further their interest in having a career in chemistry. These experiments focus on water storage, water purification and water research and also highlight the key role of chemistry in providing clean and safe water. The methodology used in these experiments taught the children a vast number of lessons, including that:
· Chemistry plays a key role in life;

· Chemistry offers interesting and challenging problems;

· “Doing” chemistry is fun;

· Water is a valuable resource; and

· Chemistry facilitates responsible handling of water.

Furthermore the BASF Kids’ Lab equipment donated to both centres not only served to educate learners during the National Science Week but will also be utilized well beyond 2011.
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About BASF
BASF South Africa has been doing business for over 45 years and also acts as the regional hub to Sub-Sahara. The BASF Group in South Africa consists of six companies with locations in Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town, including a world-class automotive emission catalysts production site in Port Elizabeth. For further local information visit the Website: www.basf.co.za.

About BASF globally

BASF is the world’s leading chemical company: The Chemical Company. Its portfolio ranges from chemicals, plastics, performance products, and agricultural products to oil and gas. As a reliable partner BASF creates chemistry to help its customers in virtually all industries to be more successful. With its high-value products and intelligent solutions, BASF plays an important role in finding answers to global challenges such as climate protection, energy efficiency, nutrition and mobility. BASF posted sales of more than €63.9 billion in 2010 and had approximately 109,000 employees as of the end of the year. Further information on BASF is available on the Internet at www.basf.com or in the Social Media Newsroom at newsroom.basf.com. 

Contact

Petra Bezuidenhout

Head of Corporate Communications, BC South Africa and Sub-Sahara

BASF Holdings South Africa (Pty) Ltd

852 Sixteenth Road, Midrand, South Africa 

Tel : +27 11 203 2422

Fax : +27 11 203 2430

Email : petra.bezuidenhout@basf.com









August 04, 2011


Ref: PB08112011


Petra Bezuidenhout


Phone:	+27 11 203 2422


Fax:	+27 11 203 2430


�HYPERLINK "mailto:petra.bezuidenhout@basf.com"�petra.bezuidenhout@basf.com�


 












































�HYPERLINK "mailto:wylie.rogers@basf.com"�






































BASF Holdings SA Pty Ltd


852 Sixteenth Road, Midrand, 


South Africa


P O Box 2801


Halfway House 1685


Phone:+27 11 203 2422


Cell: +082 900 1603


Contact: Petra Bezuidenhout


Corporate Communications


�HYPERLINK "http://www.basf.co.za"�http://www.basf.co.za� 














